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Medical  Omcer  of  Health 1.  F.  MACKENZIE,  M.D.  (Edin.), 

D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  & H. 

Saniiar\  Inspector  N.  E.  WORSDALL,  M.S.I.A. 

Clerk  to  the  M.O.H C.  A.  PREECE 

Clerk  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ELSIE  M.  BAYLISS 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Housing  and  Health  Committee: 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  annual  report  for  1955,  which  has,  as 
usual,  been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

In  contrast  with  1954,  when  20  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred,  only 
six  were  notified  in  the  year  under  review;  and  of  these,  four  occurred  in 
the  first  quarter. 

The  outbreak  of  Measles  on  the  other  hand  commenced  during  the 
late  spring  and  continued  throughout  the  summer  months.  Over  half  of  the 
107  notified  cases  were  in  children  of  school  age.  As  serious  complications 
were  few,  the  epidemic  did  not  occasion  anxiety,  even  though,  as  frequently 
occurs,  there  was  an  increase,  simultaneously,  in  the  prevalence  of  whoop- 
ing cough.  It  is  of  interest  to  recall  that  in  the  course  of  the  epidemic  of 
1953,  229  cases  were  notified,  and  125  in  1950  the  next  preceeding  year  with 
a high  incidence. 

The  sole  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  an  adult  woman  who  is  normally 
employed  within  the  Urban  district.  The  degree  of  paralysis  was  slight  'and 
she  made  an  uneventful  recovery.  There  was  no  known  case  in  our  district 
or  in  the  Urban  district,  either  before  or  afterwards.  The  family  contacts  of 
the  case  agreed  to  observe  the  three  weeks’  ‘ home  and  garden  ’ quarantine 
which  was  instituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  order  to  limit  the  oppor- 
tunities for  household  contacts  to  meet  or  associate  with  members  of  the 
public.  Research  into  the  method  by  which  Polio  is  usually  disseminated 
throughout  the  community  pointed  to  care  with  personal  hygiene  and  re- 
striction of  contact  with  other  people,  as  being  of  paramount  importance 
in  localising  infection,  so,  in  order  to  limit  the  opportunities  for  persons 
who  have  been  in  close  household  contact  with  a case  to  meet  or  associate 
with  other  members  of  the  public,  the  policy  of  house  and  garden  quaran- 
tine was  recommended.  Though  no  difficulties  arose  over  the  case  in  our 
district,  my  experience  in  another  district  at  about  the  same  time,  showed 
that  we  must  anticipate  difficulty  in  maintaining  effective  quarantine  should 
a number  of  cases  occur  in  the  future.  The  loss  of  earnings  over  a period 
of  three  weeks  (which  can  be  substantial  in  some  instances  when  several 
members  of  a family  are  in  employment)  and  the  fact  that  life  within  gar- 
den walls  for  such  a long  period  is  unsupportable  or  unbearable  for  many, 
will  make  it  almost  impossible  to  maintain  effective  quarantine  on  a volun- 
tary basis  in  all  cases.  It  is  obvious  that  in  village  communities,  neglect  of 
the  restrictions  by  one  or  two  close  contacts  could  influence  others  to  do 
likewise;  and,  theoretically  at  least,  would  make  the  observance  of  quaran- 
tine by  anyone  almost  valueless  because  the  uncooperative  contacts  might, 
simultaneously,  be  disseminating  the  infection  widely.  Until  protection  by 
vaccination  is  freely  available,  as  we  anticipate  it  will  be  by  late  1956,  aill 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  do  is  to  insist  on  strict  control  of  household  con- 
tacts who  are  employed  in  the  food  trade,  or  whose  work,  e.g.,  teaching, 
brings  them  into  intimate  daily  contact  with  children. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  the  Council  was  re- 
quired to  prepare,  by  30th  August,  1955,  a programme  for  the  replacement 
of  property  in  the  district  that  is  unfit  for  human  habitation.  As  is  men- 
tioned in  the  text,  the  Council  undertook  to  deal  with  25  such  hcfuses 
annually.  Action  of  one  kind  or  another  during  the  year  (the  action  is  set 
out  in  detail  in  the  report),  led  to  the  reduction  of  unfit  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict from  359  at  the  end  of  1954  to  315  at  the  end  of  1955. 

The  fact  that  little  material  progress  took  place  during  the  year  with 
the  projected  comprehensive  water  scheme  for  the  district  means,  among 
other  things,  that  the  selection  of  sites  on  which  to  build  the  houses  for  the 
replacement  of  unfit  dwellings  has  not  been  made  any  easier.  Difficulties 
with  water  supply  at  some  of  our  housing  estates  must  make  the  Council 
hesitant  about  following  the  Ministry’s  advice  to  proceed  urgently  with 
preparatory  work,  which,  for  us,  at  this  stage,  would  involve  tha  selection 
and  acquisition  of  sites  in  several  parts  of  the  district.  This  hesitation  will 
undoubtedly  remain  until,  at  least,  it  has  become  clear  that  piped  water 
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will  become  available  within  the  district  within  a stated  number  of  years. 
Even  if  a Water  Board  is  formed,  it  may  well  be  that  10  or  more  years  will 
elapse  before  piped  water  is  available  generally  throughout  the  county 
and  in  our  own  district,  which  has  the  disadvantage,  in  relation  to  some 
other  districts,  of  not  having  a large  water  purification  plant  already  in 
operation  and  awaiting  development. 

In  connection  with  Council  house  management,  I would  like  to  under- 
line a point  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  referred  to  in  the  section  on 
housing,  and  that  is  sure  to  become  of  greater  importance  to  us  in  the 
future  if  a substantial  number  of  our  new  tenants  are  to  be  drawn  from 
unfit,  condemned  property,  in  accordance  with  government  policy.  One 
cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  though  most  of  the  people  in  these  unfit 
houses  are  respectable  folk  who  would  make  good  tenants,  others  are  not; 
and  it  is  these  socially  unadaptable,  problem  families  who  may,  as  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  warns,  lower  the  general  standard  of  our  estates  by 
driving  other  people  away.  The  problem  is  one  that  has  to  be  faced  all  over 
the  country.  A report,  prepared  by  a Sub-committee  of  the  Central  Housing 
Advisory  Committee,  was  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  June  1955.  If  deals  thoroughly  with  all  aspects  of  the 
problem,  and  numerous  authorities,  including  our  own  County  Council, 
submitted  evidence.  With  such  an  intractable  problem,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  Sub-committee’s  recommendations  are  disappointing,  and  would 
prove  very  difficult  for  an  authority  such  as  ours  to  implement. 

Your  Sanitarv  Inspector  and  I would  like  to  acknowledge  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  keen  interest  taken  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Housing  and  Health  Committee  in  our  day  to  day  administration  We  find 
this  to  be  not  only  an  encouragement  to  us,  but  an  incentive  as  well. 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Office:  4,  CHURCH  STREET,  LEOMllNSTER. 

Telephone  No.:  Leominster  2595. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61,114 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955) 

according  to  the  Rate  Books  2,356 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £19.865 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £17.17.0 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE 

YEAR 

Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate)  

102 

57 

45 

(Illegitimate) 

5 

1 

4 

107 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate)  

5 

2 

3 

(Illegitimate) 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  

5 

100 

52 

48 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

1 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate)  ... 

3 

1 

2 

(Illegitimate)  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ...  4 
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COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1955 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ...  15.0 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  44.6 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  23.1 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ...  14.0 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  ...  ...  37.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  24.9 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical or  chemical  examination  with  the  following  results: — 


Council  Owned  Supplies 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Bacteriological 

54 

19 

73 

Chemical 

1 

— 

1 

Private  Supplies 

Bacteriological 

15 

42 

57 

Chemical 

- — 

— 

— 

Total 

70 

61 

131 

In  addition  three  samples  were  taken  from  Cradley  Brook  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Cradley  Brook  Water  Scheme. 

Houses  with  water  laid  on  inside  house,  December  1954  1019 

Existing  houses  to  which  water  has  been  made  available 


inside  the  house  during  the  year  ...  ...  9 

New  houses  provided  during  the  year  with  approved 

water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


Total  number  of  dwellings  with  water  laid  to  house  ...  1048 

Houses  with  no  water  supply  within  the  house  ...  ...  1308 


2356 


W'ith  the  initial  post-war  building  programme  virtually  complete  and 
continued  controversy  over  the  proposal  to  form  a County  Water  Board, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  water  supplies  provided  the  most  discussed  topic 
in  Bromyard  Rural  District  in  1955. 

While  1955  may  not  have  produced  the  material  progress  many  people 
would  have  wished,  two  important  trends  could  be  felt.  In  the  first  place 
the  County  Council  declared  in  support  of  a County  Water  Board  by  a 
small  majority;  secondly  the  Bromyard  R.D.  Council  instructed  the  En- 
gineers to  prepare  schemes  for  supplying  the  parishes  of  Bishops  Frome 
and  Bredenbury  from  existing  sources.  The  Engineers  were  also  asked  to 
report  on  a proposal  to  supply  Cradley  from  Cradley  Brook  and  the  pro- 
vision of  a supply  to  Pencombe  was  under  construction  at  the  year  end. 

The  many  and  varied  water  schemes  supplying  Council  Estates  were 
kept  in  commission  by  regular  maintenance.  Owing  to  a prolonged  drought 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  trouble  arose  at  Whitbourne  and  Cradley,  daily 
visits  were  necessary  for  two  months.  In  addition  it  was  found  necessary  to 
remove  the  deep  well  pump  at  Cradley  for  repair  and  the  submersible  pump 
at  Fromcs  Hill  for  replacement. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Houses  with  water  borne  sanitation  ...  ...  ...  741 

Houses  with  dry  sanitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1615 

Houses  known  to  have  no  drainage  system  ...  ...  511 


Beyond  the  regular  maintenance  of  tanks,  filters,  outfall  ditches  and 
the  construction  of  sludge  drying  lagoons  at  Fromcs  Hill  and  Stoke  Lacy 
housing  sites,  there  is  little  to  report  for  1955. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Reporting  good  work  by  the  Council’s  Contractor  has  become  an 
annual  custom.  Although  the  service  is  only  once  monthly — many  say  this 
is  adequate  for  a sparsely  populated  district  like  Bromyard — the  Council 
may  well  feel  relieved  for  their  freedom  from  the  very  acute  labour  pro- 
blems which  many  Local  Authorities  experience  in  connection  with  refuse 
collection. 


Total  per  Annum  Average  per  month 

Properties  visited  for  the  purpose  of 

collecting  refuse  ...  ...  ..  18,082  1507 

Mileage  covered  ...  ...  ...  6,487  541 

Lorry  loads  collected  ...  ...  185  15 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  responsibility  for  enforcing  the  law 
relating  to  rats  and  mice  has  rested  with  District  Authorities.  Under  the 
same  act  it  was  made  clear  that  responsibility  for  keeping  premises  clear 
of  infestation  rested  with  the  occupiers  concerned. 

In  Rural  areas  there  has  grown  up  a sharp  division  between  agricul- 
tural and  non-agricultural  premises.  This  division  has  been  accentuated  by 
the  elaborate,  and  obviously  expensive,  organisation  set  up  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  exercise  control  over  Local  Authorities  in 
this  matter.  The  cost  of  survey  work,  disinfestation  on  Council  and  certain 
private  properties  ranks  for  a 50  per  cent,  grant  given,  like  most  Govern- 
ment subsidies,  to  those  Authorities  who  have  satisfactorily  met  the  desires 
of  the  Ministry  responsible  In  return  for  this  grant  the  Council  accept, 
among  other  things,  the  specific  duty  of  visiting  farms  to  locate  rats, 
although  it  is  perfectly  obvious  to  every  countryman  before  the  visit  is  made 
that  there  is  not  a farm  in  the  County  where  at  least  one  rat  does  not  exist; 
and  the  Ministry  frequently  send  round  an  Inspector  to  see  these  visits  are 
being  made. 

The  County  A.E.C.  operate  a service  which,  in  the  case  of  rats  and 
mice,  is  not  backed  by  any  powers  of  enforcement  such  as  those  held  by 
Local  Authorities.  Nevertheless  their  activities  are  widespread  and  are 
augmented  by  private  firms  and  individuals.  Serious  rat  and  mice  infesta- 
tion can  therefore,  only  arise  on  farms  not  so  covered  and  in  their  case  it 
would  appear  that  some  official,  whether  Council  or  Ministry,  whether  on 
housing,  water,  drainage,  milk  or  other  agricultural  business,  is  bound  to 
learn  of  the  existence  of  such  an  infestation.  In  addition,  nation  wide  pro- 
paganda and  the  introduction  of  new  baits  such  as  Warfarin,  which  is 
relatively  simple  and  safe  to  apply,  has  given  added  vigour  to  the  business 
of  pest  control  by  the  farmer  himself. 

Thiee  questions  would  appear  to  arise.  Firstly,  is  routine  inspection 
vital  to  the  Local  Authority?  Secondly,  does  it  really  achieve  a national 
result  which  justifies  the  expenditure  of  cash  and  manpower  thereon? 
Thirdly,  is  the  business  of  farming  helped  by  such  inspections? 

Statutory  duties  laid  upon  Local  Authorities,  in  spite  of  a oost-war 
tendency  to  centralize,  are  still  wide  and  manifold  and  yet,  audit  of  ac- 
counts apart,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a branch  of  local  affairs  which  is 
the  subject  of  such  close  interest  and  active  inspection  by  a Government 
Department,  as  pest  control.  Imagine  the  staff  Bromyard  R.D.C.  would 
require  to  attend  to  officers  if  the  procedure  relating  to  pests  were  applied 
to  new  housing,  slum  cle.arance,  improvement  grants,  water,  seweraee,  meat, 
food,  licensed  premises,  hop  quarters,  commons,  petroleum,  milk,  rents, 
rates,  burials  .... 

This  dissertation  is  not  intended  as  a personal  attack  on  the  Ministry's 
Officers  concerned — it  is  a pleasure  to  record  their  courtesy  and  co-opera- 
tion— but  is  meant  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  Council  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  first  five  years  operation  of  the  1949  Act. 

Extracts  from  the  annual  statistical  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  are  printed  overleaf:  — 
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HOP  PICKERS  ACCOMMODATION 

In  1955  there  were  73  hop  growing  farms  of  which  14  employed  local 
labour  only,  19  picked  by  machine  and  40  had  “resident”  pickers. 

The  effect  machine  picking  has  had  on  the  numbers  of  “ resident  ” 
pickers  may  be  judged  by  comparing  the  1945  estimate  of  8,000  with  the 
approximate  figure  of  2,500  for  1955.  With  the  imminent  electrification  of 
certain  parishes  the  number  of  machines  may  be  expected  to  increase. 

While  no  serious  trouble  arose,  the  occupants  at  one  large  farm  proved 
themselves  to  be  lacking  in  their  personal  standards  of  hygiene  and  the 
general  appearance  of  the  camp  deteriorated  badly  as  the  season  progressed. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948 


Premises 

(1) 

No.  on 
Regr. 
(3) 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspec-  Written 
tions  Notices 

(4)  (5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,  3,  4 ;&  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

1 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

5 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

TOTAL  

6 

7 

— 

— 

HOUSING 

During  1955,  18  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  making  a total 


of  189,  distributed  as  follows; — 


Avenbury  

2 

Pencombe 

Bishops  Frome 

26 

Brick  

...  4 

Swedish  

2 

Cradley 

Sparrington  

18 

Buryfields 

26 

Stanford  Bishop 

...  6 

Heathfields 

2 

Evesbatch 

4 

Stoke  Lacy 

Fromes  Hill 

22 

Brick  

...  6 

Grendon  Firs 

10 

Cricks  Green  

...  4 

Linton  

8 

Swedish  

...  4 

Tedstone  Delamere 

...  6 

Much  Cowarne 

Mill  Lane 

6 

Ullingswick 

Moorend 

4 

Brick  

...  4 

Ode  Pychard 

14 

Bullocks  Bridge 

. ...  5 

Upper  Sapey 

6 

Wolferlow  

2 

Whitbourne 

8 

Management  of  Council  properties  came  very  much  to  the  fore  in  1955 
mainly  because  of  rising  costs  of  labour  and  materials  coupled  with  the 
dearer  monetary  policy  of  the  Central  Government  and  the  announcement, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  of  a new  Bill  introducing  lower  subsidies.  The 
cumulative  effect  will  have  to  be  faced  next  year  and  indeed  the  Housing 
Committee  has  already  held  several  preliminary  discussions. 
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Improvement  Grants  continued  to  occupy  considerable  time  by  mem- 
bers and  officials.  By  December,  1955,  the  following  position  had  been 
reached: — 


Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  full  applications 

had  been  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^9 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  grants  were  made  31 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  applications 

refused  or  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  improvements 

were  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Value  of  the  works  approved  for  grant  ...  ...  £21,178.  9.5 

Total  grant  offered  in  respect  of  above  works  ...  ...  £10,064.18.1 


Apart  from  the  applications  listed  above,  a large  number  of  enquiries 
were  received  in  respect  of  grants  and  in  most  cases  properties  concerned 
were  visited  and  the  owners  given  general  guidance  before  incurring  Archi- 
tect's fees,  etc. 

The  Council’s  willingness  to  assist  owners  is  now  well  know'n;  a demon- 
stration, attended  by  nearly  200  persons  interested  in  preserving  country 
property,  held  in  May  at  Pencombe  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  col- 
laboration with  Bromyard  R.D.C.,  pushed  the  question  still  further. 

Development  by  private  persons  was  limited  to  2 dwellings  completed 
in  1955  with  a further  13  in  course  of  erection.  Among  these  dwellings  were 
7 being  erected  for  agricultural  workers  under  subsidy. 

The  Council  submitted  to  the  Ministry  their  programme  for  dealing 
with  the  lowest  category  houses.  It  was  decided  to  direct  attention  to  25 
category  V houses  annually,  this  figure  to  be  reviewed  after  12  months  in 
the  light  of  experience.  Since  the  slum  clearance  campaign  opened  during 
1954  and  up  to  the  end  of  1955  the  following  official  action  had  been 
taken: — 

(i)  No.  of  houses  subject  to  Time  and  Place  Notices  ...  47 

(ii)  No.  of  hoases  on  which  demolition  orders  were  served  5 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  closing  orders  , served,  H A.  1949,  Sect.  3 1 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  on  which  undertakings  not  to  re-let 

were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(v)  No.  of  houses  subject  to  undertakings  to  repair  were 

accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


The  over-all  picture  regarding  category  V houses  is  now: — 

No.  in  Category  V in  1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  359 

Less  (ii),  (iii)  and  (iv)  above  ...  ...  ...  32 

Less  found  to  be  derelict  or  converted  ...  ...  14 

Less  placed  in  higher  category  ...  ...  ...  8 54 


Total  Class  v rem lining  to  be  dealt  with  ...  ...  315 


Parallel  with  official  action,  opportunities  to  secure  repair  or  recon- 
struction by  informal  approach  were  taken  whenever  possible. 

Although  the  1954  Housing  Act  permitted  certain  increases  in  rent, 
very  little  action  would  appear  to  have  been  taken  by  landlords. 

In  addition  to  the  so-called  Slum  Clearance  programme — a term  not 
thought  to  be  appropriate  in  rural  areas — the  Council  gave  close  attention 
to  the  purchase  of  cottage  property  thought  worthy  of  improvement.  There 
were  two  main  objects,  (i)  to  provide  accommodation  at  rentals  lower  than 
those  of  new  council  houses  for  elderly  couples  and  (ii)  to  house  a small 
number  of  families  found  not  to  be  satisfactory  tenants  of  new  houses. 
Difficulties  in  purchasing  suitable  property  at  prices  likely  to  produce 
reasonably  low  rentals,  became  evident,  but  the  idea  was  far  from  shelved. 
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Mention  of  unsatisfactory  Council  House  tenants  brings  out  a problem 
which  must  exist  to  varying  degrees  in  most  areas.  Obviously  there  is  no 
definition  of  an  unsatisfactory  tenant  and  Councils  are  usually  reluctant  to 
fasten  that  label  without  real  and  continuing  cause. 

Tenants  of  one  or  two  of  the  Council’s  sites  complain  bitterly  and  with 
every  justification,  that  ill-trained  dogs  are  allowed  by  irresponsible  owners 
to  spoil  their  carefully  nurtured  garden  produce.  This  situation  makes 
shortshrift  of  the  open  front  system,  of  gardens.  On  one  or  two  other  sites 
there  arise  complaints  by  neighbours  against  tenants  with  untidy  habits  and 
premises,  where  noise  is  most  pronounced  during  evening  hours  and  where 
that  noise  is  liberally  interspersed  with  adjectives  not  normally  employed 
in  the  drawing  room.  Although  such  tenants  are  small  in  numbers  in  Brom- 
yard R.D.  there  is  a very  real  danger  that  first  rate  tenants  will  be  obliged, 
in  the  absence  of  any  positive  action  against  the  offenders,  to  seek  fresh 
accommodation.  In  the  writer’s  opinion  transfers  of  this  nature  tend  to 
lower  the  general  standard  of  behaviour  in  the  immediate  vicinity 

To  this  problem  therefore,  the  Council  after  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a modified  form  of  segregation 
is  the  answer;  housing  in  older  property  with  adequate  standard  of  modern 
convenience  until  such  time  as  either  the  family  splits  up  under  normal 
re-arrangements  or  it  learns  the  simple  art  of  living  without  annoyance  to 
its  fellow  men.  In  the  meantime  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  children  from  these 
unfortunate  houses  are  given  especial  attention  by  the  teaching  profession. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Number  of  retailers  licensed  to  retail  T.T.  milk  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  retailers  licensed  to  retail  Sterilised  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  retailers  licensed  to  retail  Pasteurised  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  biological  examination  ...  8 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken  other  tests  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  1 

Number  of  visits  occasioned  by  milk  duties  ...  ...  69 


In  April  the  Council  agreed  to  collect  samples  of  milk  delivered  to 
schools,  once  per  term  for  a period  of  six  months. 

It  would  appear  that  except  for  farmhouses  and  cottages  of  farm 
workers,  a very  high  percentage  of  milk  going  into  the  houses  in  Bromyard 
R.D.  is  designated  one  way  or  another. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 

Number  of  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  3i 

Number  of  Shops  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ..  ...  14 

The  term  food  shop  in  a sparsely  occupied  district  like  Bromyard  is 
apt  to  conjure  up  a picture  much  different  from  the  true  state  of  affairs. 
Quite  a few  of  the  31  numbered  above  serve  only  sweets,  fats  in  packets, 
food  in  tins  and  so  on;  some  also  act  as  sub-post  offices;  some  hold  bre^d 
on  behalf  of  delivery  firms  for  the  benefit  of  those  willing  and  able  to 
collect.  Many  of  the  businesses  are  very  small  indeed  and  apparently  exist 
only  to  mf^et  the  most  limited  demands  of  the  communitv. 

Management  and  general  standards  are  usually  satisfactory  and  gener- 
illy  the  occupiers  take  a distinct  pride  in  the  conduct  their  business. 

It  would  appear  there  is  very  little  likely  to  cause  anxiety  from  the 
public  health  standpoint,  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  many  of  the 
new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  may  not,  to  the  letter,  be  complied  with 
These  Regulations  do  not  become  enforceable  until  1956  and  it  remains  to 
be  'een  how  they  v/ork  out  in  practice. 

With  regard  to  the  licenced  premises,  one  or  two  schemes  of  renova- 
tion are  under  consideration  but  there  is  no  doubt  t^^at  absence  of  a pro- 
perly organised  water  supply  acts  as  a brake  in  several  instances. 

Both  food  shops  and  licenced  premises  received  regular  visits. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  killing  animals 
reared  locally.  The  standard  of  meat  is  very  high  indeed  and  could  it  be 
witnessed  by  our  friends  in  the  towns,  would  cause  a good  deal  of  envy. 


Number  of  Bullocks  slaughtered  and  inspected  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  Heifers  slaughtered  and  inspected  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  Calves  slaughtered  and  inspected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Swine  slaughtered  and  inspected  ...  ...  121 

Number  of  Sheep  slaughtered  and  inspected  ...  ...  651 


The  slaughterhouse  is  not  by  any  means  perfect  by  modern  standards 
and  is  only  licensed  annually,  the  original  intention  of  the  occupier  being 
to  transfer  his  slaughtering  to  the  new  Abattoir  at  Bromyard.  Unfor- 
tunately this  Abattoir  has  not  materialised  and  the  Council  and  the  occupier 
appear  to  be  left  with  an  awkward  problem. 

PREVALANCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  ...  

Measles  3 

Tuberculosis 

(Respiratory)  — 

Tuberculosis 

(Other  forms) 

Erysipelas  

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic)  


Age  of  Patient 


U 

(U 

> 

0 

13 

T 

T 

On 

i 

T 

Tf 

(N 

0 

h 

0 

>0 

5 

6 

9 

8 

28 

6 

2 

53 

16 

13 

53 

18 

2 

2 

107 

— 

— 

3 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1955  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of 
thirty-one  males  and  twenty-six  females,  the  total  number  being  the  same  as 
at  the  end  of  1954. 

During  the  year,  five  new  cases  were  notified,  three  Pulmonary  and 
two  Non-Pulmonary.  In  the  same  period,  two  cases  left  the  district,  one 
recovered  and  two  died. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26. 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  treated  during  the  year; — 


Age  at  date  of  immunisation  or  vaccination 


Under 

1 yr. 

1 

yr. 

2 

yrs. 

3 4 5—9 

yrs.  yrs.  yrs. 

15  & 
Over 

Total 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

munisation 

against 

)iphtheria 

24 

32 

5 

1 1 26 



89 

75 

munisation 

against 

^hooping 

Cough 

27 

28 

3 

1 3 — 

62 

;cination 

gainst 

lallpox 

24 

2 

. 

3 — — 

2 

61 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a County  Council  responsibility  and  the 
figures  given  above  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 

Officer  of  Health. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  

2 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

9 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

5 

3 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

8 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

Influenza  

1 

Pneumonia  

4 

3 

Bronchitis  

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 



1 

Congenital  malformations  

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

Suicide  

1 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

5 

3 

19 

8 

2 

19 

2 

1 

7 

3 

5 
2 
1 
2 

6 
2 
2 
1 


52  48  100 
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